
Timeline Template 
Following is a template that the student and advisor can use to develop a timeline for the thesis 
project. Please feel free to change the goals to correspond to the specific project (e.g., not all 
projects will require data collection). 

GOAL 
MONTH 

Sum Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May 
Project conception 
Background reading 
Annotated bibliography 
Literature review 
Research methods planning 
Draft of methods 
PROPOSAL 
Submit IRB (if necessary) 
Data collection 
Data analysis 
Discuss findings 
Draft of results/discussion 
Further drafts 
FINAL MEETING 
Final draft 
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